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H.A.S.S Quizzes & Games: Year 6 is a fun way for your students to engage with 
the History and Geography curriculum. Students will complete a number of 
quizzes, crosswords, letter scrambles and other enjoyable activities based on 
information pages which are explicitly linked to core H.A.S.S concepts.

To make life easy, answers are provided at the back of the book so that the 
quizzes and games can be marked as a class. The final section of the book 
includes five quick general knowledge quizzes - these quizzes are a great way 
to find out how much your students already know about the world, and inspire 
them to find out more about global issues and events. They might like to work 
in pairs or small groups to complete these. 

 This resource is flexible and can be used to introduce or consolidate key H.A.S.S 
content. Students can work through the quizzes and games independently in 
class or at home. The worksheets can also be given to fast finishers.  

Curriculum Links
History 
Key figures, events and ideas that led to Australia’s Federation and Constitution 
(ACHASSK134)

studying Australia’s path to Federation through an examination of key people (for •	
example, Henry Parkes, Edmund Barton, George Reid, John Quick) and events (for 
example, the Tenterfield Oration, the Corowa Conference, the referendums held in 
the colonies between 1898 and 1900
comparing the model of Australian federalism with the original model of the •	
United States of America to identify the US influence on Australia’s system of 
government
identifying key elements of Australia’s system of law and government and their •	
origins (for example, the Magna Carta; federalism; constitutional monarchy; 
the Westminster system and the separation of powers – legislature, executive, 
judiciary; the houses of parliament; how laws are made)

Experiences of Australian democracy and citizenship, including the status and 
rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, migrants, women and 
children (ACHASSK135)

investigating the lack of citizenship rights for Aboriginal Peoples and Torres •	
Strait Islander Peoples in Australia, illustrated by controls on movement and 
residence, the forcible removal of children from their families leading to the Stolen 
Generations, and poor pay and working conditions
describing the significance of the 1962 right to vote federally and the 1967 •	
referendum
investigating the experiences of democracy and citizenship of women (for •	
example, the suffragette movement, the bar on married women working, equal 
pay, the Sex Discrimination Act 1984)

Teachers’ Notes
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Curriculum Links
History
Stories of groups of people who migrated to Australia since Federation (including from 
ONE country of the Asia region) and reasons they migrated (ACHASSK136)

comparing push and pull factors that have contributed to people migrating to Australia •	
(for example, economic migrants and political refugees) from a range of places

The contribution of individuals and groups to the development of Australian society 
since Federation (ACHASSK137)

examining population data that show the places of birth of Australia’s people at one or •	
more points of time in the past and today
investigating the role of specific cultural groups in Australia’s economic and social •	
development (for example, the cattle industry, the Snowy Mountains Scheme, the 
pearling industry)

Geography
The geographical diversity of the Asia region and the location of its major countries in 
relation to Australia (ACHASSK138)

investigating the differences in the population size, density, life expectancy and per capita •	
income between countries across the world

Differences in the economic, demographic and social characteristics of countries across 
the world (ACHASSK139)

researching the population size and density of a selection of countries around the world•	
investigating the relationship between per capita income, health (as measured by life •	
expectancy) and energy consumption in a selection of countries around the world, 
including at least one country from the Asia region
comparing people’s lives in places with different levels of income•	

The world’s cultural diversity, including that of its indigenous peoples (ACHASSK140)
investigating sustainability of the environments in which many indigenous peoples have •	
lived sustainably over time
investigating the similarities and differences in official languages, religions and spiritual •	
traditions between Australia and selected countries of the Asia region and other parts of 
the world
researching the proportion of the Australian population and of the population from their •	
local area who were born in each world cultural region, using data from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics and then comparing aspects of selected cultures

Australia’s connections with other countries and how these change people and places 
(ACHASSK141)

researching connections between Australia and countries in the Asia and Pacific regions •	
(for example, in terms of migration, trade, tourism, aid, education, defence or cultural 
influences) and explaining the effects of at least one of these connections on their own 
place and another place in Australia
exploring the provision of Australian government or non-government aid to a country in •	
the Asia and Pacific region or elsewhere in the world and analysing its effects on places in 
that country
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Information Page

Australian Federation 

Read the information, then complete the 
quiz and crossword which follow. 

The first rules and laws in Australia were 
implemented by Indigenous Australians 
prior to European colonisation. This method 
of governing was known as tribal law and 
worked through the kinship system. Under 
tribal law, problems were solved quickly and 
punishments were given to those who did 
the wrong thing. 
When the British came to Botany Bay they 
regarded Australia as terra nullius. This 
term means that the new arrivals believed 
that nobody owned the land. The rights 
of Indigenous Australians already living in 
Australia were not recognised. Tribal law was 
ignored and the British implemented their own political and legal systems.  
Australia’s first European government system consisted of a number of Governors who were 
appointed by the British government and responsible for making decisions in each colony. Each 
colony had one Governor and was self-governed. Australia at this time operated as a collection 
of colonies rather than one united country. 
After federation, the joining of the colonies, in 1901, a new system of government was developed. 
It was known as the Westminster system and was based on the British model. The Australian 
system of government today is largely based upon this model. 
The word federation is used to describe the joining of separate states and colonies to form 
one nation. Federation did not take place easily, as each colony worried about losing its 
identity and wanted to keep many powers. A compromise had to be reached. 

 

Arguments for 
federation:

Arguments against 
federation:

protection against 
foreign threats/national 
defence

majority rule would 
favour the stronger states

better trade between the 
states

voting was seen as not 
fair and democratic

national railway line people wanted to 
spend time getting the 
constitution right

a stronger Australia in 
world affairs

loss of state power

resistance against non- 
Europeans

people feared change

the ability for Australia to 
govern itself

loss of independence

Timeline
1883 Australian colonies meet to discuss French and German interest in the South Seas   
 and begin talking about joining together.
1885 Federation Council is established. New South Wales refuses to join.
1889 New South Wales’ Premier, Henry Parkes makes a famous speech known as the  
 Tenterfield speech. In the speech he calls for serious consideration of federation. 
1890 Australasian Federation Conference decides that the joining of the colonies is a good idea. 
1891 The Federation Convention meet and a draft constitution is presented to the states. 
1893 The People's Convention in Corowa, NSW, accepts the idea that people are to vote  
 for delegates to the next convention to consider the constitution. 
1897 Final draft constitution is sent to the state parliaments. Eventually a federation bill is  
 presented and people in each colony vote for or against the federation. Referendums  
 are held a number of times with varying results of yes and no votes from the colonies. 
1898 Referendum vote result: yes vote in Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New  
 South Wales but not the required majority in New South Wales.
1899 Secret Premiers' Conference to amend the constitution to satisfy New South Wales  
 and Queensland. Referendum vote – all colonies except Western Australia vote yes.
1900 Western Australia votes yes.
1901  The colonies become the Commonwealth of Australia and a new nation is born.
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8 Section 1: History

QuizAustralian Federation

Read the information on the previous page to help you to complete the quiz.  
Circle your answers. 

1. What were the first laws in Australia?

 a)  Tribal laws b)  English laws c)  Dutch laws d)  American laws

2.  What year did Australia become a federation?

 a)  1889   b)  1898  c)  1901   d)  1905

3.  What does the word federation mean?

 a) the joining of separate states and colonies to increase trade

 b) the joining of separate states and colonies to form one nation

 c) the joining of separate states and colonies to increase population

 d) the joining of separate states and colonies to further exploration

4. Which was the last colony to vote yes to federation? 

 a)  NSW  b)  SA  c)  TAS  d)  WA

5.  What term did the British use to describe Australia?

 a)  terra australis   b)  terra nullius    c)  terra nova   d)  terra firma

6.  What was one of the arguments against federation?

 a)  protection against foreign threats/national defence

 b)  majority rule would favour the stronger states

 c)  to create a national railway line

 d)  states and territories would have more independence

7.  What was one of the arguments for federation?

 a)  better trade between the states b)  loss of state power

 c)  constitution was not finished d)  voting was not seen as democratic

8. Who made the famous speech known as the Tenterfield speech?

 a)  Sir Edmund Barton  b)  Alfred Deakin     c)  Henry Parkes    d)  Charles Perkins

9.   How many governors did each colony have?

 a)  0 b)  1  c)  2  d)  3

10.  After federation a new system of government was developed. What was this system called?

 a)  Washington System    b)  Wilmington System  

 c)  Westminster System         d)  Westchester System

11.  Who was elected the first Prime Minister after federation?

 a)  Henry Parkes   b)  Sir Edmund Barton  c)  Alfred Deakin  d)  Andrew Fisher
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Crossword

Across
2. Federation would help increase _____  
 between the states.
4. Where the People's Convention was held  
 in 1893.
7. Federation would make Australia safer  
 against Germany and _______.
8. An argument against federation was the  
 loss of state______.
10. Henry Parkes made a famous speech  
 about federation. It was called the  
 ___________ speech.
11. The person responsible for making  
 decisions in each colony.
12. One argument for federation was the  
 creation of a national _____.
13. People vote on a single political question.
15. A set of rules by  
 which Australia is run.

Clues

Use the information on Page 7 and the clues below to help you to solve the crossword. 

16. Apart from losing power, states were  
 worried about losing their _________.
17. How many colonies were there before  
 federation?
18. Where laws were made before federation.

Down
1. What term did the British use to describe  
 Australia when they first arrived?
3. What was the name of Australia's first Prime  
 Minister? Alfred ____.
5. What word is used to describe the joining of  
 separate states and colonies?
6. In a representative ________,  
 representatives are elected by the people  
 and entrusted to carry out the business of  
 governance.
9. The system of government after 1901.
14. Indigenous laws worked through the what  
 system?

1

2 3

4 5

6 7

8 9

10

11

12

13

15

14

16 17

18

Australian Federation

Sam
ple



18 Section 1: History

Letter Fit

In this box the longest word runs DOWN the centre. 
Can you fit 10 more words from the List of gold words (all 
going ACROSS) into the other spaces?

4 letters
gold
rush

5 letters
Ophir
fever
tents
tools

6 letters
Eureka
miners

7 letters
diggers
Chinese

8 letters 
Bathurst 
railroad 
hardship

9 letters
Hargraves
isolation
migration

10 letters
goldfields

G

O

L

D

F

I

E

L

D

S

Below are words to 
do with the gold 
rush, arranged in 
order from shortest 
to longest.

List of gold words

How many small words can you make out of the long word goldfields? Write them here. 

Gold
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24 Section 1: History

Letter Scatter

Put in the missing letters to complete the words. There is a clue for each word. 
Reading page 22 will also help you.

1. R The name given to a person who has moved 
to another country.

2. E The ideas and customs of a group..

3. S People who moved to Australia in the past 
were expected to ________.

4. S Changes in the 1970s meant British people 
had to apply for a _____ to move to Australia.

5. U People who fled to Australia due to danger in 
their homelands were called _______.

6. M By 1975 many of those who fled to Australia 
were from _______.

7. R Migrants who came to Australia introduced new 
types of ______.

8. G Migrants spoke in different dialects and 
introduced Australians to their ________.

9. C As more people arrived, there was increased 
spending, which helped the ________.

10. O Migrants also introduced Australia to different 
types of _____.

11. A One of the main reasons people fled their 
homelands was due to corrupt ______ systems.

12. T The policy scrapped in 1966 was the ______
Australia Policy.

13. U People asking for permission to live in Australia 
due to threats in their own are seeking _____.

14. E Laws passed to protect people from being dis-
criminated against because of their _____.

O

S

I

E

G

I

The Mystery Word

From your fourteen answers above, 
select words to fit into the spaces. If 
you choose the correct words, you will 
answer this question:

Where did most of the political refugees 
from Vietnam arrive at in Australia? 

_________________________________

 Changing Australian Migration
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Tourism Unscramble

NSW
dysney: _________________  bathurts _______________ throwmat _______________

Victoria:
rataball _________________  gleenog _______________ emo ____________________

QLD:
pygmie _________________  arsnic _________________ noweb __________________

SA:
hallway _________________  leadidea _______________ clear ____________________

Tas:
thobar __________________  urbine _________________ deportvon _______________

WA:
therp ___________________  trembpone _____________ arrahkat _________________

ACT
tronba __________________  abercarn _______________ sparke __________________

NT:
wardin __________________  terekhina ______________ romanpelts ______________

Unscramble the place names, then place them on the map. Mark as many tourist attractions as 
you can on the map of Australia using a pen and ruler.  You may need to use an online atlas.
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Information Page

Global Population

When we talk about the world’s population, the 
numbers are in billions (see graph). Some countries in 
our world like China and India already have populations 
over a billion people. On the other hand, the 
population in countries such as Iceland, Fiji and Qatar 
has not reached the million mark. Australia’s population 
in 2012 was 22.5 million which was similar to Sri Lanka’s 
population in 2012 (21.5 million). However Sri Lanka is 
118 times smaller in land area than Australia. Look at 
the graph below. It shows you the population of nine 
countries in Asia in 2010.  A census is a tool to find out 
the population of countries. In Australia the national 
census is conducted every 5 years.

How The World’s Population 
Is Distributed
If you look at a population 
graph of the world or a single 
country, you will notice that 
where people live is not 
spread evenly. Places where 
few people live are described 
as being sparsely populated 
and places where many 
people live are described as 
being densely populated. 
Some of the reasons 
for uneven population 
distribution include:

some environments,   
such as the Antarctica, 
the volcanic islands of 
the Pacific Ocean region 
and desert regions are 
hazardous to live in because of the extremes in weather conditions; 
some areas of the Earth have low, flat land and a climate that is ideal for farming. For example: the   
Ganges Valley in India and the Mississippi Basin in the United States of America;
areas rich in natural resources such as forests, coal and fisheries attract more people;  
work opportunities can draw people to a place. For example: migration to the United States and the   
European Union is high.

In 2013 it was estimated that 27.7% of people living in Australia were born overseas. This equated to 
around 6.4 million people. This was an increase from the previous year. People born in the UK are the 
largest group of overseas-born residents living in Australia, accounting for 5.3% of Australia's total 
population in 2013. This was followed by persons born in New Zealand (2.6%), China (1.8%), India (1.6%) 
and Vietnam (0.9%).
According to studies in 2013, Luxembourg had the highest 
overseas born population, followed by Switzerland, Australia 
Israel, New Zealand, Canada, Austria and Iceland. 

Mexico, Turkey, Poland and Greece were listed as having the least overseas-born residents. 
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Read the information, then complete the quiz and the word sleuth which follow.
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