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Copyright Notice
The purchasing educational institution and its staff have the right to make 
copies of the whole or part of this book, beyond their rights under the 
Australian Copyright Act 1968 (the Act), provided that:

The number of copies does not exceed the number reasonably required 1. 
by the educational institution to satisfy its teaching purposes;
Copies are made only by reprographic means (photocopying), not by 2. 
electronic/digital means, and not stored or transmitted;
Copies are not sold or lent;3. 
Every copy made clearly shows the footnote, ‘Ready-Ed Publications’. 4. 

Any copying of this book by an educational institution or its staff outside 
of this blackline master licence may fall within the educational statutory 
licence under the Act.
The Act allows a maximum of one chapter or 10% of the pages of this 
book, whichever is the greater, to be reproduced and/or communicated 
by any educational institution for its educational purposes provided 
that educational institution (or the body that administers it) has given a 
remuneration notice to Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) under Act.

For details of the CAL licence for educational institutions contact:
Copyright Agency Limited
Level 19, 157 Liverpool Street
Sydney NSW 2000
Telephone: (02) 9394 7600
Facsimile: (02) 9394 7601
E-mail: info@copyright.com.au
Reproduction and Communication by others
Except as otherwise permitted by this blackline master licence or under 
the Act (for example, any fair dealing for the purposes of study, research, 
criticism or review) no part of this book may be reproduced, stored in 
a retrieval system, communicated or transmitted in any form or by any 
means without prior written permission.  All inquiries should be made to 
the publisher.

Ready-Ed Publcations:
info@readyed.com.au
www.readyed.net
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The National Flag
 Draw and colour the Australian National Flag. Copy it carefully.

Activity

What is the significance of: 

The Southern Cross:  _________________________________

The Commonwealth Star:  _____________________________

The Union Jack:  ____________________________________

5 flag facts are... Some flag rules are...
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Significance of the flag 

Questions

The Australian Aboriginal Flag
 Draw and colour the Australian Aboriginal Flag. Copy it carefully.

 Who designed the flag? _________________________________________

 When? _______________________________________________________

 Where is the Australian Aboriginal Flag flown in your local area? 

  ____________________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________

Activity

Yellow:  ___________________________

_________________________________

Red:  _____________________________

_________________________________

Black:  ____________________________

_________________________________Prev
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Questions

The Torres Strait Islander Flag 
 Draw and colour the Torres Strait Islander Flag. Copy it carefully. 

Activity

 Who designed the flag?

  ________________________

 When was it first flown?

  ________________________

 Mark on the map where the 
Torres Strait Seas and Islands are 
by circling the area. Fill in the 
missing places. 

Green:  _________________

_______________________

Blue:  __________________

_______________________

Black:  __________________

_______________________

Head-dress:  _____________

_______________________

Star:  __________________

_______________________
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Significance of colours & symbols

Prev
iew



6

The Eureka Stockade Flag 
 Draw and colour the Eureka Stockade Flag. Copy it carefully. 

Activity

Questions

Tell the history of the Eureka flag as a storyboard...

 What are the stars believed to symbolise?

  __________________________________________________________

 What is the cross believed to symbolise?

  __________________________________________________________
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Answers

Page 3 

The Southern Cross represents Australia’s geographical position in the Southern •	
Hemisphere as you can’t see this constellation from the Northern Hemisphere. The 
Commonwealth Star represents all the different states and territories in Australia and the 
union Jack symbolises early colonisation of Australia.

Possible facts: Ivor Evans, a14 year old schoolboy from Melbourne, Leslie Hawkins, a •	
teenager from Sydney, Egbert Nuttall, an architect from Melbourne, Annie Dorrington, 
an artist from Perth and William Stevens, a ship's officer from Auckland, New Zealand 
created the flag. They all won a design competition as their entries were almost identical 
and shared the £200 prize money.

Rules: The flag must always be flown in a superior position to any other flag if flown in •	
Australia or on Australian territory. It can be flown on every day of the year. It should not 
be flown/displayed upside down. It is not to be placed or dropped on the ground, or 
used to cover an object. Faded flags should not be displayed.

Page 4 

Yellow represents the sun and yellow ochre. Red represents the red earth which •	
symbolises the people’s relationship with the land and red ochre. Black represents the 
Aboriginal people.

Aboriginal Elder Harold Thomas designed the flag in 1971.  •	
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Answers

Page 5 

Green represents the islands or land, the blue represents the waters of the Torres Strait •	
and the black represents the people. The head-dress also symbolises the people and 
the five pointed star represents the five main island zones. The star could also represent 
navigation as they are a sea-faring culture.)

Islander Bernard Namok designed the flag and it was first flown in 1992.  •	

Page 6 

Ask them to record what the stars and the cross are believed to symbolise. (Stars: •	
Southern Cross. Cross: unity among the miners.)

It was created by Australian gold miners. They were angry at the government who made •	
them pay for licences before they began digging for gold. Many miners believed the 
licence fees were too high and protested in a street battle against police known as the 
Eureka Stockade in 1854 in Ballarat, Victoria. This is where the flag was first flown. The 
miners were defeated and many were injured. The battle lasted 10 minutes and the flag 
was left in tatters. Gold licences, however, were abolished soon after. 
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